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Task of the Church









          Lecture 5

Title: Worship/The Form of NC Worship (TC-5)
Purpose: To instruct the hearers concern the form or elements of New Covenant worship and how to implement them.
Introduction

1. In our previous studies on worship we have considered the introductory perspectives on worship, the object of worship, the rule of worship. Now we move to consider the form of NC worship or the elements of NC worship.
2. And in dealing with this subject we shall do so under two headings: 1) The Identity of the Form 2) The Implementation of the Form. 

Trans:
So let us begin with...

I.
THE IDENTITY OF THE FORM OR ELEMENTS
Preface: 

1. What is the form or what are the elements of NC worship that God requires? 
a. Now here we must make a clear distinction between the OC form of worship and the NC form of worship. The Old Covenant form of worship that God instituted through Moses on Mt Sinai and which God expanded at the time of David and Solomon when the Temple in Jerusalem was built was never meant to last. They were only meant to last up until the coming of Messiah. 
b. This is explicitly stated in Heb 9:8-11 (READ).  The elements of the OC worship were never meant to last. They were ordained only “until the time of the reformation”. And when did the reformation take place? At the 1st coming of Christ, when John the Baptist and Jesus reformed the OC nation and later made the NC with the believing remnant (See Heb 8:8-13; Luke 22:20). So clearly set forth here is that the form or elements of worship under OC are not the same as the form or elements of worship under the NC.
c. This is also clearly enunciated in Heb 7:12 (READ). Since there has been a change of priesthood, then there is of necessity a change of law also. The form or elements of NC worship that God requires is not the same as the OC.

2. But what did the change from the OC to the NC particularly consist?  The change consists in terms particularly of two things.
a.
1st, the change from earthly shadows to heavenly realities – Heb. 8:1-6; Heb. 10:1-18 (READ). Illustration: Cardboard Model. Before a building is actually built, an architect makes a model in order to give us an idea of the building he will built. But once the building is built, then the model is thrown away. So also the OC form for divine worship that God required. They were earthly shadows of the heavenly realities brought about by the coming of Christ. Thus we do not have a need now for the earthly shadows.
b.
2nd, the change from the more material to the more spiritual – 1Pet. 2:4-5 (READ). Our temple now is not material but spiritual. The sacrifices now the NC priest will bring are spiritual as oppose to material.  
3.
In the light of this, it is, therefore, accurate to say that although there are distinctions between the OC and NC forms of worship, there are also parallels. And when we look at the NT, what do we find are the elements of worship? 1) a living temple 2) a royal priesthood 3) spiritual sacrifice and incense 4) a mediator 5) divine messengers 6) an appointed time 7) and sacred rituals: baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
4.
Let us look at each of these elements of NC worship that God requires. 
A.
The Living Temple of the NC: The Gathered Church.
1. Under the OC, God’s special presence on earth was to be found in the tent of meeting, and later in the temple in Jerusalem. But under the NC, the gathered church is the living temple of God.
2. This is mentioned in several passages of the NT.
a. 1Pet 2:4-5 (READ). Believers here in the NC are described as living stones. And these living stones are being built up as a spiritual house – the place of God’s special presence. Whenever the church gathers, there God’s living temple is found. 

b. 1Cor 3:16 (READ). The “you” here is plural not single. So Paul here is speaking not of the Christians individually but corporately – the church. Whenever the church gathers, there God’s living temple is found where God’s presence dwells. Thus later in 1Cor 14:25 we are told that “the secrets of his heart [that is, the heart of the visitor of the church] are disclosed; and so he will fall down no his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.”
c. Eph 2:19-22 (READ). The church is God’s living temple on earth, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Himself being the corner stone. 

B.
The Royal Priesthood of the NC: Believers in Christ
1. Under the OC not all who were part of the OC community were priests. Only the Levites were to serve as God’s priests under the OC. But under the NC things have changed. For all who are part of NC community, believers in Christ, are priests and priestesses.

2. This is clear from a number of passages in Scriptures.

a. 1Pet 2:4-5, 9-10 (READ). Believers in Christ are not only living stones that are being built up as spiritual house (God’s living temple) but the same are also the priesthood that serve in that spiritual house. It is still being debated by the Anglicans and Roman Catholics whether women should be allowed into the priesthood. But the NT is clear that all believers in Christ under the NC are priests and priestesses.
b. Rev 1:4-6 (READ). The Lord Jesus did not only love us and release from our sins by His blood, but He also made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God. Now this is true of all believers in Christ, all those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ. 
3. Now this indicates that all believers in Christ, all members of the church of Christ, must actively participate in worship. In worship, believers are not passive spectators but active participators.
 C.
The Spiritual Sacrifices and Incense of the NC

1. We find the spiritual sacrifices mentioned in 1Pet 2:4-5 (READ). What is the work of the spiritual priesthood? The work is “to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” And what are these spiritual sacrifices that the spiritual priesthood must offer?
a. A Broken and a Contrite Heart – Ps 51:16-17 (READ). 
· David knew, even under the OC, that the animal sacrifices God required under the Old Covenant were not really what mattered to Him. What really mattered to God is the sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart. A heart that is humbled by realization of one’s sin and sinfulness, a heart that is deeply sorry for one’s sinful acts – that is the sacrifice that God finds delight in. 
· And this is one of the spiritual sacrifices that we should bring to God in our worship of Him.
b. A Consecrated Life – Rom 12:1 (READ).
· This is something that we do through the entirety of the week. We seek to live a life consecrated to God’s service. 

· And when we enter His courts in worship we offer ourselves again to God as a living and holy sacrifice.
c.
Congregation Praise and Thanksgiving – Heb 13:15 (READ)

· Note where the emphasis lies – the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name; or literally, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His name. The focus of praising God in NC worship is on the human voice – not man-made instruments.
· Moreover, this is something that all the people of God under the NC must bring. This is not the duty and privilege of a few who happens to have beautiful voices. This is something that the whole congregation must do.
· And this congregational praise and thanksgiving comes in a form of singing – Eph 5:18-20 (READ). 

· This is something I will expand later – by way of appendix. But congregational praise and thanksgiving is one of the spiritual sacrifices that the priesthood is to bring to God in worship. 

d.
Giving – Heb 13:16; Phil 4:18 (READ)  
· This giving should not only be done when God’s people gather for worship. We are to give individually to whoever has need.
· But by apostolic direction this is also to be done especially when God’s people gather on the first day of every week – 1Cor 16:1-2 (READ). Paul here is talking about the voluntary contributions the churches have promised to give for the needy saints in Jerusalem. So that there will be order in this matter, Paul directed the churches in Galatia as well as in Corinth to make such contribution on the first day of every week – the Lord’s Day. This is particularly the day they were to bring their spiritual sacrifices of giving. 
2. Asides from the spiritual sacrifices the priesthood should bring to God, they are also to bring the incense of prayer – Rev 5:8 (READ). 
a. The language here is highly figurative and symbolic and we must not interpret it as if it were to be understood literally.  The numbers and the title are not to be taken literally but symbolically. However, the meaning of the incense in the golden bowls is interpreted as the prayers of the saints. Those prayers are brought to the Lamb by the four living creatures and twenty four elders as they worship the Lamb – the Lord Jesus.
b. We do not pray only when God’s people gather to worship. But when we gather for worship then prayer is a spiritual sacrifice well-pleasing to God that we must bring.  

D.
The Mediator of the NC: The Lord Jesus Christ our High Priest
1.
We have seen this in portions of Scriptures we have already considered. 

a. 1Pet 2:4-5 (READ). The spiritual sacrifices we bring to God as His priests and priestesses are made acceptable to God only through the mediation of Christ. Apart from Christ’s mediation those spiritual sacrifices are unacceptable and are worthless, they are not pleasing to God.
b. Heb 13:15 (READ). “Through Him [Christ, our High Priest in heaven]”. Our spiritual sacrifices must be offered to God through the mediation of Christ or they are unacceptable to God.
c. Eph 2:14-20 (READ). It is through the mediation of Jesus Christ that we have access in one Spirit to the Father. All our dealings with the Father must pass through Him.
2.
And what is the substance of Jesus’ mediation?

a.
First, His atoning sacrifice for sin in Calvary
· Heb 9:13-15 (READ). Philip Hughes: “Christ’s blood-shedding on Calvary has achieved what the old covenant with its priesthood and sacrifices for sin was incapable of achieving, namely, the purification of the conscience from dead works to serve the living God; therefore, by reason of this, he is the mediator of a new covenant – new not only in that it is different from the old covenant but in that it supersedes it.” It is on the basis of that blood-shedding sacrifice of Jesus that are to drew near to God through Him, without fear of condemnation or rejection.

· Heb 10:1-13 (READ). Under the NC we no longer bring to God sacrifices for sin. Why? Because Christ has made that once for sacrifice to atone for all the sins of those whom He came to die. And the sacrifices required under the OC were only shadows of this once-for-all and all sufficient sacrifice of Christ. 
b.
And in addition to Christ’s sacrifice for sin in Calvary, another substance of Jesus’ mediation is His high priestly intercession – Heb 7:23-25 (READ). 
· Under the OC, the high priest on the day of atonement do not only offer a sacrifice to atone for the sins of the people but also it was his duty to pray for the people for whom the sacrifice was made. The same is true of Jesus under the NC. He always lives to make intercession for those whom He shed His blood for.
· But what is even better under the NC is that, unlike the OC, Jesus as our High Priest needs no replacement. After He died, He rose again from the grave never to die again. Therefore, He holds His priesthood permanently. Therefore He is able to save forever or to the uttermost those who draw near through Him.
3.
Now what is the impact of Christ’s mediation? Heb 10:19-25 (READ). Christ’s mediation gives us boldness in our approach to God through faith in Him.
E.
The Divine “Messengers” of the NC

1. In worship we do not only bring something to God, but He also brings something to us. And what is it that the Lord brings to us? His word delivered by His messengers. We see this element particularly in 1Cor 14:1-6, 18-19, 23-25 (READ). In worship we do not only bring something to God but God brings something to us – His word through His messengers. 
2. During the apostolic era, prior to the completion of the NT Scriptures, this word from God came not just from the existing written word but also by direct revelation and infallible oral communication by the apostles and prophets. But after the completion of the Scriptures at the close of the apostolic era, this word from God comes to us only through the public reading, preaching, and teaching of the written word, the Scriptures.   
3. So this element of worship under the NC is perpetuated in every generation after the apostolic era only in two ways. 

a.
The public reading of the Scriptures
· Col 4:16-17 (READ). 
· 1Tim 1:3; 4:13,14 (READ). Until Paul came, Timothy was to devote himself to the public reading of Scripture. The Greek simply says "to the reading," but rendering of most translations is undoubtedly correct for the reading closely linked to exhortation and teaching. The early church followed the example of the Jewish synagogue in publicly reading the Scriptures at every service. And this was not just an expediency adopted by the church – that practice was authorized and required by an apostle of Jesus Christ.  

· Rev 1:3 (READ). EBCNT: “’The one who reads’ reflects the early form of worship where a reader read the Scriptures aloud on the Lord's Day. ‘Those who hear are the people of the congregation who listen to the reading.” So these public reading of Scriptures is an integral part of the gathering of God’s people for worship, and those who read and those who listen are declared blessed. 
b.
The preaching and teaching of the Scriptures

· 2Tim 3:16-4:5 (READ). What “word” is Timothy to preach? The written word, the Scriptures. And Paul is aware that preaching the word will not always be popular. Many who once like the preaching of the word will no longer endure sound teaching. But instead they would to have teachers who will tell them things they want to hear, and they will turn aside to myths. But even when that time comes, Paul solemnly charges Timothy never to abandon this vital work of preaching the word. 

· 2Tim 2:14-15 (READ). Paul reminds Timothy not to take lightly the handling of the Scriptures. And the word translated “diligent” could also be translated “spare no effort”. Timothy is to give himself fully, and without reservation, to the work of handling accurately the word of truth – the Scriptures.
· And just to impress you with the importance of the preaching of God’s to God’s people, note 1Tim 4:16 (READ). Timothy and the people he is to preach to were already saved. But here Paul reminds Timothy that the preaching and teaching of God’s word is not just for the maturation and growth of God’s people but also their preservation and, therefore, ultimate salvation. So this element of gathering of God’s people in worship is vital. It is something that should never be marginalized.
· It is alarming that today the preaching of God’s word no longer plays vital place in the worship of God’s people. I heard of a Charismatic woman who boasted that they just keep singing to the Lord in worship that they do not have time anymore to listen to the preaching of God’s word. But this is element of worship should never be marginalized. It is one vital part in the worship of God’s people under the NC.
F.
The Appointed Time for NC Worship: The Lord’s Day

1.
From the Old Creation and under the Old Covenant, when was the appointed time for rest and worship? One day in every seven day circle. Under the NC, we find the same pattern. But unlike the Old Creation and Old Covenant Sabbath, the day of rest and worship under the NC falls on the 1st day of every week – the Lord’s Day. 
2.
We will look at this more thoroughly later. But let me just point you to text of Scriptures for now – Acts 20:7 (READ); 1Cor 16:1-2 (READ); Rev 1:10 (READ). I will expand on this later, by way of appendix. Sufficed to say for now that there is an appointed time for NC worship – the Lord’s Day. 
G.
The Sacred Rituals of the NC
1.
The Commemorative Meal: the Lord’s Supper – Acts 20:7; 1Cor 11:18, 23-26 (READ). 
2.
The Initiatory Rite: Baptism – Acts 2:41 (READ). 

Trans:
Having considered the identity of the form or elements of NC worship, let us move to consider...

II.
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FORM OR ELEMENTS

....In the implementation of the form or elements NC worship, four principles must be kept in mind. 
A.
We must include all the elements of NC worship that God requires. Do not take away anything from it.  
1.
This includes the necessity for Christians to gather together for corporate worship. The church, as God’s living temple on earth, must gather for worship. And this is true even when it is not convenient to do so, even when there are oppositions and persecutions - Heb 10:25: “not forsaking our own assembling together, as in the habit of some.” These Christians were being persecuted. But still the Holy Spirit says that they are not to forsake their own assembling together.
2.
Furthermore, this assembling together should take place on God’s appointed day of worship – the Lord’s Day, the day that specially belongs to the Lord, not just on any other day.
3.
Moreover, we must bring to God all that He requires of us in worship– congregational singing, praying, giving. And these spiritual sacrifices and spiritual incense we must bring to God through the mediation of Jesus Christ.
4.
In addition, we must receive from God what we ought to receive in worship – the public reading, preaching, and teaching of God’s word – the Scriptures.
5.
Furthermore, we must continue the regular biblical observance of the Lord’s Supper and the initiatory rite of baptism. These are sacred rituals we cannot forgo.
B.
We must include only what God requires in NC worship. Do not add anything to it.
1.
This includes “special numbers” or entertainment or “talent shows” like solo or duets, interpretive dancing, drama, pantomime, and a host of others. We must not add these things into the worship of God for these are not things that God requires of us in worship.
2.
And this is what is so sad about many worship services today. In trying to get people to come, the church tries to do what the world does. Thus many worship services are like mini concerts, mini discos, mini Broadway shows, and mini talent shows. This is an abomination to God.
C.
We must never transport any OC practice of worship into the NC worship without Scriptural warrant. 
1.
And why? Heb 7:12 (READ) “For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also.” Therefore, failure to observe this distinction opens the flood gates of perversion of NC worship. 
2.
One example of this is the Roman Catholic Church – the altar, the incense, the priesthood are all practices based on the OC worship without NT warrant. 

3.
We see this perversion also in Armstrong church where they incorporate Jewish feasts into their worship of God. This is a perversion of NC worship – Col 2:16-17 (READ). 
D.
We must allow principled freedom in the circumstances and incidentals of NC worship. 

1.
Although we must include all and only the elements of NC worship that God requires (we are not to add to it or take away from it), God has not given us the details concerning the circumstances surrounding NC worship.
2.
This is true, for example, of...

a.
the order of the elements of worship – prayers, reading of scriptures, preaching, congregational singing, etc. 
b.
the meeting place for worship – house, barn, school, an office space, a building of its own. 
c.
aids in worship – microphone, overhead projector for singing and sermon outline, music accompaniments

d.
time and duration of services – 9 or 10 or 10:30 and for how long
e.
number of services on Sunday – to make the full use of Sunday, it is good that churches have two services – but that is not biblically required – in some circumstances might be wise to have only one service in the morning and then spend the rest of the day in hospital visitation in order to witness, tract distribution, open air preaching – or the rest of the day could also be spent in prayer
3.
However, this freedom concerning the circumstances of NC worship must be a principled freedom. 1689: “...there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God, the government of the church, common to human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be observed.”
a.
time of worship service – not at 4am for most people would still be sleepy and it would violated the principle of corporate edification (1Cor 14:26b). 
b.
length of worship service – not for 8 hours straight for that would be too much for people physically and mentally and it would violate the principle of corporate edification.

c.
meeting place – not in a barn where you can smell animal dung – for that would violate the principle of corporate edification.

d.
how many services on Sunday – the principle is to make full use of the Lord’s day as God intended – if you can make full use of the Lord’s Day while having only one service, then have only one – but if not, then have two services instead of one. 
1. Conclusion 
2. If an architect is very careful in making a cardboard model of a building he wants to build, how much more careful will he in the actual contraction of the building. The OC worship is only a shadow the NC worship, as clear from the book of Hebrews. If God took very seriously the worship rendered to Him under OC, how much do you think He takes seriously the worship rendered to Him under the NC? Therefore, never take lightly the worship of God under the NC.

3. “But God under the NC does not do anymore what He did to Nadab and Abihu?” But who says He does not? 1Cor 11:28-32 (READ). Therefore, take heed. 
